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ANITA CHAPMAN 


THE PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS 
CALTON FRYE INTERVIEW) 


ANNCR?: 

THE DIVISION OF POWER IN AMERICAN GOVERNMENT BETWEEN 
THE PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS IS OFTEN DIFFICULT TO EXPLAIN 
TO NON-AMERICANS, PARTICULARLY AS IT APPLIES TO FOREIGN 
POLICY DECISIONS, SECRETARY OF STATE HENRY KISSINGER 
RECENTLY CALLED IT ONE OF HIS GREATEST PROBLEMS, BUT THE 
SHARING OF POWER MAY PRODUCE A STRONGER POLICY, IN THE VIE\W 
OF AN AMERICAN EXPERT, ‘IE HEAR MORE ON THAT NOt! FROM VOA'S 
ANITA CHAPMAN: 

VOICE: 

DR. ALTON FRYE IS A SENIOR FELLOW OF THE COUNCIL OF 
FOREIGN RELATIONS, A NON-GOVERNIIEMTAL GROUP THAT STUDIES 
ISSUES OF FOREIGN POLICY. IN A RECENT WASHINGTON INTERVIEW, 
DOCTOR FRYE NOTES THAT DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN CONGRESS AND THE 
PRESIDENT MAY POSSIBLY SLO'! THE GOVERNMENT'S RESPONSE IN TIMES OF 
CRISIS, BUT IN THE LONG RUN, HE SAYS, THIS VERY FRICTION 
PRODUCES A STRONGER COURSE OF ACTION, BACKED BY BOTH 
PUBLIC OPINION AND THE INSTITUTIONS OF GOVERNMENT, 

DOCTOR FRYE CONSIDERS THE MARSHALL PLAN AND THE NORTH 
ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION EXAMPLES OF THE SERIOUS 
NATIONAL COMMITMENT ACHIEVED WHEN THE TWO BRANCHES STRIVE 
FOR AN AGREEMENT ACCEPTABLE TO BOTH, HE RECALLS THAT WHEN 
PREMIER KRUSCHCHEV OF THE SOVIET UNION ACCEDED TO LIMITED 
ON-SITE INSPECTIONS OF NUCLEAR TESTS IN THE NINETEEN 


SIXTIES, IT WAS BECAUSE OF THE CONSTRAINT OF CONGRESS ON THE 
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PRESIDENT'S POWER -- A DEMONSTRABLE PROOF, ACCORDING TO 
DOCTOR FRYE, OF THE STRENGTH INHERENT IN THE DIVISION OF 
POWERS. 

IN RECENT YEARS, CONGRESS HAS INCREASINGLY ASSERTED ITS 
ROLE IN MAKING FOREIGN POLICY. THE MOST OBVIOUS REASON, 
SAYS DOCTOR FRYE, IS THE STRONG PUBLIC REACTION TO AMERICAN 
INVOLVEMENT IN INDOCHINA, EXPRESSED IN THE OPEN FORUM OF THE 
CONGRESS, 

BUT DOCTOR FRYE SEES OTHER, MORE COMPLEX, FORCES AT VWIORK. 
THE MAKE-UP OF CONGRESS HAS CHANGED, HE NOTES. PRESENT 
LEGISLATORS ARE MORE INTERNATIONALIST IN OUTLOOK, WITH A KEENER 
INTEREST IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS. MANY, HE FEELS, LEARNED FROM 
VIETNAN AND OTHER COMPLEX INTERNATIONAL ISSUES, THAT THE EXECUTIVE 
IS AS LIABLE TO ERRONEOUS JUDGMENT AS THE CONGRESS. WITH THIS, 
DOCTOR FRYE CONCURS. NEITHER CONGRESS NOR THE EXECUTIVE 
IN HIS OPINION MONOPOLIZES 'VISDOM, NOR DOES EITHER ALONE 
HAVE A TOTAL GRASP OF ISSUES. WHAT THEY SHARE, HE SAYS, IS 
THEIR OBJECTIVE: TO DETERMINE THE PROPER ROLE OF THE 
UNITED STATES IN WORLD AFFAIRS. AND HE HOPES TO SEE CONGRESS 
CONTINUE TO DEVELOP ITS CRITICAL JUDGMENT, ITS CAPACITY FOR 
INDEPENDENT DECISION MAKING, SO THAT THE SYSTEM FUNCTIONS AS 
1S INTENDED BY THE CONSTITUTION. 


JS/LP 


